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Managing partner of Magisters Law Firm,
Andrew Mac
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Ukrainian Law Firm Searched
by Prosecutors
On Thursday Feb. 3, the Ukrainian
prosecutor’s office conducted a 14-hour
search of a Ukrainian law firm. The firm,
Magisters, is headquartered in Kyiv and that
office is where the search took place.
Magisters issued a statement through
managing partner Andrew Mac the
following day describing the raid in their
own terms. Their statement said that 30
armed men and investigators from the
General Prosecutor’s Office came to the
central office. Not only did they search the
office but the firm reports that the 50
attorneys working in the office were
detained for six hours.
The prosecutor’s office seized documents
that were “related to a criminal investigation
of the country’s state owned oil and gas
company, Naftogaz.” Magisters has been
legal counsel for the company for several
years now.
The prosecutor’s office did confirm that
their conducted a search and the only other
comment was that the search was part of an
ongoing investigation. The reporter who
spoke to the representative received no more
information at the time.

February 9, 2011
Magisters expressed their serious
concern about the raid and the damage it
may do to their reputation. They wanted it
known that the privacy and integrity of
any other clients remain intact and they
would never share the information except
when required by law.
Magisters also questioned whether
this action goes against principles in a
democracy based in rule of law. Their
statement said, “From the perspective of
rule of law, the democratic and European
principles of an independent judiciary,
and the independence of advocates, it is
unacceptable and astonishing that the
government is putting such pressure on
lawyers.”
An anonymous source told the Kyiv
Post that this raid is not the beginning,
and that several attorneys in the firm have
been harassed by Ukrainian law
enforcement with regards to the Naftogaz
case. Following this incident, western
diplomats have said they will keep an eye
on the situation as it develops.
The firm opened its doors nearly
fifteen years ago, and now has over 100
attorneys according to their website. They
are headquartered in Kyiv, but also have
offices in Astana, London, Minsk, and
Moscow. They work in both domestic and
international issues.

OSCE Expresses Concern
about Ukraine
In recent days, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) has spoken up about the situation
in Ukraine. The Chairman-in-Office is
currently Audronius Azubalis, the
Lithuanian foreign minister.
In meetings with both former Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and current
Foreign
Minister
Konstyantyn
Hryshchenko, the chairman spoke about
media freedoms and selective justice.

At a briefing in Kyiv on Feb. 7
Azubalis said that after speaking with
Hryshchenko he hoped that “Ukraine will
remain one of the leaders in media freedom
in the region.” During his meeting with
Hryshchenko, he did bring up the concerns
that the international community has about
the infringement on media freedoms,
reminding Ukraine once again how
important this issue is for a strong
democracy. Azubalis is a journalist by
profession so he takes the issue of a free
press very seriously.
Also on Feb. 7 Tymoshenko met with
the Chairman to discuss the current
situation in Ukraine concerning democratic
ideals. She expressed her concerns to
Azubalis about the waning civil society,
and said she was unhappy with the way she
believed the current administration is
dealing with the opposition.
The
investigation of many former officials has
been noticed throughout the world.
Azubalis
listened
to
all
of
Tymoshenko’s concerns and shared his
own, reiterating how important it is for
Ukraine to uphold democratic ideals.

Poland offers support for
Chornobyl
In President Yanukovych’s meeting
with
Polish
President
Bronislaw
Komorowski they discussed the Chornobyl
disaster, which has its upcoming 25th
anniversary on April 26, 2011.
Komorowski expressed his concern
that the Chornobyl disaster should not only
weigh on those countries immediately
affected, but that others should offer
assistance. At a briefing, Komorowski
stated: “I believe that the whole of Europe,
specifically Eastern Europe, should share
the memory of this catastrophe, the
consequences of which can be felt to this
day.”

311 Massachusetts Ave., NE * Washington, DC 20002 * Tel: (202) 547 -0018 * Fax: (202) 543-5502 * e-mail: unis@ucca.org

