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Yanukovych to Make New
Pipeline Deal with Russia
In a meeting in Crimea between
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych
and Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin,
a new pipeline deal was discussed. Sources
say that President Yanukovych is not
exactly thrilled with the new plan, but he
says that Ukraine must, “choose from two
evils, either the price of gas from the fourth
quarter of above 400 dollars per thousand
cubic meters, or joint management.”

Ukrainian President Yanukovych and
Russian Prime Minister Putin in Crimea
(Photo: kyivpost.com)
Also at the meeting, Yanukovych
and Putin discussed the Customs Union that
has been presented to Ukraine by Russia.
This pipeline cooperation is not an
agreement to join the Union, but in
cooperation with it, keeping normal
relations with Russia is what Yanukovych
has been attempting to do during his
presidency. Yanukovych also said that
going into this deal would not jeopardize
the relationship between Ukraine and the
Euro-Atlantic nations.
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Ukraine’s Constitution
Debate

are taking place is filled with media and
more Yulia supporters and opposes.
Ms. Tymoshenko opened the trial
by accusing the judge of being “just
another Yanukovych puppet” and the trial
being held for her is a “mock trial”
meaning her fate is already decided, the
trial just being a formality. Repeatedly
through the hearing, Ms. Tymoshenko and
her supporters had to be silenced by the
judge.
Speaking on her charges, Ms.
Tymoshenko said that the deals had not
lost money at all, which is claimed, but
gained Ukraine 1 billion UAH. But the
court refuses to take this figure as fact.

Constitution Day, being the day
the new constitution of Ukraine was
adopted on June 28, 1996, was a day of
contention for politicians in Ukraine.
Some, such as President Yanukovych,
feel it is time to adopt new clauses and
change the constitution. He said in his
address to the nation on Constitution Day,
"We improve the Constitution of Ukraine
so that it is in line with contemporary
needs of social development and takes
into account the political experience of
our state. That's why I supported an idea
of the creation of the Constitutional
Assembly.” The Parliament Speaker,
Volodymyr Lytvyn, shares this belief for
reasons to change the constitution.
Speaker Lytvyn said, “Ukraine will fulfill
its obligations to the Council of Europe
by making these changes. I believe there
should be a strong president, a strong
parliament, and a responsible Cabinet of
Ministers."
Ms. Yulia Tymoshenko speaking at her
The changes to the constitution
hearing (Photo kyivpost.com)
would strengthen the presidential power,
and increase the liability of the executive
At the hearing, Ms. Tymoshenko
administration. Also, the changes would
petitioned to have the travel ban on her
de-centralize the government and give
lifted, and the prosecution refused to let
more power to the local governments, but
such a request go through, citing her
still maintain the strong executive branch.
behavior as the main reason for refusing.
The judge refused all of Ms.
Yulia Tymoshenko on Trial Tymoshenko’s petitions, and refuses to
hear any more.
Preliminary hearings for the
Ms. Tymoshenko’s trial has been
former Prime Minister’s trial started June postponed until July 4, 2011, due to a
24, 2011. Outside the courthouse in Kyiv, request she put in to be able to have more
there were crowds of people, both time to review the charges and the
supporters and people who opposed the evidence against her. If she is convicted,
former prime minister, all waving signs her sentence can be from seven to ten
and shouting chants. This chaos was not years, and it would also prevent her from
exclusive to the front of the courthouse. participating
in
the
upcoming
The tiny courtroom where the hearings parliamentary elections.
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