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His Beatitude
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar
(Photo: Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church)

Head of Ukrainian Catholic
Church Resigns
On February 10, 2011 Pope Benedict
XVI accepted the resignation of Cardinal
Lubomyr Husar. Husar served as the
Patriarch of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Ukraine.
Normally the primate of the church
retains their position for life, but Husar
requested to resign because of poor health.
The Pope honored his resignation, and
officially announced it from the Vatican.
His Beatitude Cardinal Husar gave a
press conference on Feb. 10 to discuss his
resignation. He said that after he resignation
he still hopes to be active in the church and
in society. In fact, in the next month he
intends to meet with students at a local
university and continue work on audio
books about Ukraine’s religious society.
During his press conference today, His
Beatitude
stated:
“Today, when I do
not have the strength [to continue to lead the
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February 10, 2011
Church], I would like to give the mantle
to my successor, who will ultimately
continue this work most effectively... The
key is the Church, and the goal of
our work is to serve the Church, which
we try to do as effectively as possible.”
At 77 years old, Patriarch Husar has
served the church for over 60 years. He
has served in his current capacity as head
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church since
2001 after the former leader passed away.
In order to elect a new leader, a Holy
Synod of bishops must be convened in the
next month. The Pope must then confirm
the election. In the interim, Pope Benedict
appointed Archbishop Ihor Vozniak to
serve as the administrator until the new
election.
The Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Ukraine has over 5.5 million members. It
is one of the largest Eastern Catholic
churches.

integration with the EU and the greater
European community.
The conversations between the two
key leaders allow the U.S. and Ukraine
to work together on issues that will
mutually benefit the two.
The strategic partnership is a good
method to provide constructive and
frank discussions on a range of issues
between the two countries. An obvious
topic of concern for the United States
will be the recent backsliding of
democratic principles in Ukraine.
The Press Service of Ukraine’s
Foreign Ministry has said that they
hope to come out of this session with a
joint statement both countries will
adopt, as well as a range of bilateral
documents.

Third Ukrainian-American
Strategic Partnership
Meeting Next Week
On Feb 13, Foreign Minister Konstyantyn
Hryshchenko will be visiting the United
States to act as the Ukrainian chairman of
the third meeting of the UkrainianAmerican Commission on Strategic
Partnership.
He will be arriving in
Hillary Clinton and Konstyantyn
Washington on February 13, 2011.
Hryshchenko at the 2nd Strategic
The last meeting between these two
Partnership Meeting July 2010.
(Photo: U.S. State Department)
countries was held in July of 2010 in
Ukraine. The Ukrainian Foreign Minister
and the U.S. Secretary of State chair the
Also during Minister Hryshchenko’s
Partnership.
trip to the U.S. he plans to meet with

In their last meeting in July, U.S. administrators, Congress, political
Secretary Clinton encouraged Ukraine and business leaders, as well as
to continue on the path toward members of the Ukrainian community.
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