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the first time they took tough action to try
to correct the situation.
During their talks in late December,
the EU specifically stated that if Ukraine
didn’t operate this public procurement
under doctrines of fairness and
transparency, it would affect their
eligibility for EU funding. When no
action was taken to make the process
more transparent, the EU then stopped all
funding to Ukraine. Funds will resume
once this issue is addressed by the
Ukrainian government.
The question now will be how
Ukrainian President Yanukovych and EU
President Yanukovych responds to this
Representative Stefan Fuele at the last meeting
situation. He has said that a strong
between the two groups
relationship with the EU is something
(Photo: Kyiv Post)
high on the priority list repeatedly. In
European Union freezes aid order for Ukraine to further integrate with
the EU, they will need to halt the
promised to Ukraine
backsliding of democracy and craft
policies that are more in line with that of
On Wednesday Feb. 23, the EU the EU.
announced they planned to freeze all funds
being given to Ukraine because of
Ukraine-NATO continue
corruption within the country. Over the next
bilateral relationship
several years, the EU had allotted over $100
million for Ukraine and that freeze will
NATO Secretary General Anders
remain in place indefinitely.
Rasmussen
and
President
The head of the EU delegation to Fogh
Ukraine, Jose Teixeira, said that “All the Yanukovych met last week in Kyiv to
programmes of this type will be interrupted discuss the ongoing relationship between
until we have guarantees that public the two. Both parties welcomed the
procurement is done in a transparent and meeting with hopes of continuing to
accountable way.” This statement is in strengthen their relationship. Also in
reference to the Ukrainian law on public attendance during the meetings were
Parliamentary leaders as well as leaders of
procurement.
While the EU had no problems with opposition parties.
While the EU is seriously concerned
the law as it was passed, there have been
several amendments and the law no longer with political issues taking place in
remains compliant with EU standards. Ukraine currently, NATO was quick to
Questions about corruption stemming from note that “Cooperation between Ukraine
this new law led the EU to halt funding until and NATO has not been affected by
domestic
issues,”
according
to
Ukraine cooperates.
The EU has been warning Ukraine Rasmussen. However, in order to join
about corruption and the backsliding of NATO countries must adhere to common
democracy for some time now, but this is policies in support of democracy, rule of
law, and general human rights.
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During this meeting, the two discussed
Ukraine’s interest in building a common
missile defense system with NATO. The
head of the Ukrainian Parliamentary
committee on national security and
defense, Anatoly Hrytsenko, said that
Ukraine hopes that this cooperation would
lead to new developments in technology as
well as more jobs for the Ukrainian people.
Hrytsenko believes Ukraine should
forge stronger ties with NATO by
developing defense industry cooperation
with other NATO countries. Doing so
would hopefully raise the bar on the
Ukrainian Armed Forces, as well as
ensuring they have allies with countries
other than Russia. Currently, Ukraine is
listed as “other European partners” and he
feels that based on previous cooperation
between the two, Ukraine deserves a
different title.
Also during the meetings, NATO
requested that Ukraine send more military
trainers to troops in Afghanistan.
According to reports, NATO is asking
several other countries for the same
assistance. While the end goal is to have
Afghanistan taking care of its own military
and security needs, they currently still need
assistance from others to make this a
reality. It is not known whether or not
Ukraine has agreed to assist NATO in this
matter.
Overall, both Ukraine and NATO
spoke highly of the meetings. President
Yanukovych said, “I am grateful that you
have come. I really appreciate our
relationship – both personal and certainly
the level of relations – understanding and
mutual respect that exists between Ukraine
and NATO.”
Not all were pleased with the
meetings, as nearly 100 representatives of
the Communist Party stood outside
Parliament picketing. They are staunchly
against any ongoing relationship between
Ukraine and NATO.
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