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UCCA APPLAUDS PASSAGE OF NDAA LEGISLATION

On December 17th, the U.S. Senate overwhelmingly approved fiscal 2020
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) by a vote of 82-8, just days after it
was approved in the House of Representatives, by a vote of 377-48. The bill
now goes to the White House, where President Trump is expected to sign it into
law.


The 2020 defense policy bill, which authorizes a total of $738 billion in U.S.
defense spending, further reauthorizes $300 million of funding for the Ukraine
Security Assistance Initiative, and will allow for the sale of coastal defense and
anti-ship weapons as part of future security assistance packages to that
country. The 2020 bill also contains provisions to impose sanctions on
companies constructing Russia’s Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline linking Russia
and Germany via the Baltic Sea.
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“This additional military assistance is vital, as Ukraine continues to stand on the
front lines and fight for democracy”, stated UCCA’s President Andriy Futey.  “I
am thankful for our community’s continued activism in advocating this issue,
and pleased that Congress continues its strong, bipartisan support of Ukraine,”
he continued.  

UCCA WELCOMES INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5408

On Thursday December 12, Congressman Joe Wilson (R-SC), ranking member
on the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (also known as the
U.S. Helsinki Commission), and Congressional International Religious Freedom
(IRF) Caucus member, Congressman Emanuel Cleaver, II (D-MO), introduced
H.R.5408 – the Ukraine Religious Freedom Support Act – in the House of
Representatives. This bipartisan legislation, which opposes violations of
religious freedom in Ukraine by Russia and armed groups commanded by
Russia on Ukrainian territory, is now referred to the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the Committee on the Judiciary. U.S. Helsinki Commission
Co-Chairman, Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS), plans to introduce companion
legislation in the U.S. Senate.


Download our statement (PDF)
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This legislation directly follows on the first U.S visit of His Beatitude,
Metropolitan Epifaniy, Primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. During His
Beatitude’s meetings with U.S. legislators in October, he expressed hope that
Washington would support religious freedom, underscoring the appalling
situation with the freedom of religion in the occupied territories of Donbass and
illegally annexed Crimea. Executive officers of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America (UCCA) accompanied His Beatitude during these
meetings, carrying with them the belief of Ukrainians in America that Kremlin
officials are responsible for this religious persecution, and U.S. legislation would
help bring them to justice.

 

“This bipartisan legislation, which targets religious freedom violations by Russia
and their proxies, is one additional measure to pressure the Kremlin to stop its
aggression against Ukraine,” underscored UCCA’s President Andriy Futey.

 

UCCA thanks all the original co-sponsors of the H.R. 5408 - Rep. Gwen S.
Moore (D-WI), Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Rep. Marc A. Veasey (D-TX), and
Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN). Rep. Anna G. Eshoo (D-CA), Rep. Mark Meadows
(R-NC), Rep. Mike Quigley (D-IL), Rep. Gus M. Bilirakis (R-FL), Rep. Daniel W.
Lipinski (D-IL), Rep. Andy Harris, M.D. (R-MD), and Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)
– and calls on our community and friends of Ukraine to urge their members of
Congress to add their name to the Ukraine Religious Freedom Support Act.

For nearly 80 years, with your help,
UCCA has worked for the benefit of
not only the Ukrainian American
community, but also that of an
independent Ukraine. Only with your

З Вашою щедрою підтримкою, на
протязі майже 80-ти років, УККА
працює не тільки на благо
Українсько-Американської
громади, а також незалежної
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continued support, can UCCA
continue to pursue our longstanding
mission of increasing the importance
and role of the Ukrainian American
community and presenting our
community's desire to aid the people
of Ukraine.


Will you renew your support of
Ukrainian American advocacy by
supporting UCCA with a generous
gift today?

України. Тільки з Вашою
незмінною підтримкою, УККА
зможе продовжувати його
багаторічну місію у збільшенні
значення і ролі Українсько-
Американської громади в США і її
бажання допомогти народу
України. 


Будь ласка, продовжуйте Вашу
підтримку Українського
Конґресового Комітету Америки в
його місії на захист інтересів
Української громади своїм щедрим
фінансовим подарунком.

At our heart, whether speaking with your elected leaders or advocating in the
media, we remain a community organization, supported by the enthusiasm of
our members and volunteers, and financial support from you.

Thank you!
 

WHAT IS UCCA?

The Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America (UCCA) is a non-profit,
non-partisan community-based
organization that has represented

ЩО ТАКЕ УККА? 
Український Конґресовий Комітет
Америки (УККА) є неприбутковою,
безпартійною громадською
організацією, яка представляє

Support UCCA With A Monthly Or 1-Time Donation
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the interests of Ukrainians in the
United States since 1940. 

інтереси українців у Сполучених
Штатах Америки з 1940 року. 

Copyright © 2018 UCCA, Inc., All rights reserved.


Media Contact: Andrij Dobriansky


National Office

203 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10003

+1 (212) 228-6840


Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.


 

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>

why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences


Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Inc. · 203 Second Avenue · New York, NY 10003 · USA


Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://www.facebook.com/UCCA.org
http://www.twitter.com/UkrCongComAm
mailto:ucca@ucca.org
http://www.ucca.org/
https://ucca.us13.list-manage.com/profile?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f&e=[UNIQID]&c=c2bf1b4d49
https://ucca.us13.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f&e=[UNIQID]&c=c2bf1b4d49
mailto:%3C%3CEmail%20Address%3E%3E
https://ucca.us13.list-manage.com/about?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f&e=[UNIQID]&c=c2bf1b4d49
https://ucca.us13.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f&e=[UNIQID]&c=c2bf1b4d49
https://ucca.us13.list-manage.com/profile?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f&e=[UNIQID]&c=c2bf1b4d49
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&afl=1
http://eepurl.com/h2uGB1
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f
javascript:;

