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UCCA National Council Welcomes UABA

The Executive Board of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
(UCCA), the representative assembly of nearly 30 regional and national
associations of Ukrainian Americans representing the interests of nearly 2
million Americans of Ukrainian descent, has announced that the Ukrainian
American Bar Association (UABA) has been accepted as the newest member
organization of UCCA’s National Council. 

Assembling in New York City on December 7, UCCA National Council
delegates — representing Ukrainian churches and Ukrainian American religious
associations, educational institutions, national and central member
organizations, and local UCCA chapters — reviewed a year’s worth of UCCA
activities at a meeting presided over by National Council Chair and Ukrainian
National Association (UNA) President, Stefan Kaczaraj. The highpoint of the
afternoon, however, was the report of UCCA’s Membership Committee, which
is authorized and required to review each applicant for membership. On the
recommendation of the committee’s chair, Marie Duplak, UCCA’s National
Council, the highest ruling body between UCCA’s quadrennial conventions,
unanimously voted to admit UABA as its newest member organization. 
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Founded in 1977, the Ukrainian American Bar Association (UABA) is a national
bar association whose members are U.S. judges, attorneys and law students of
Ukrainian descent and those American attorneys with an interest in Ukrainian
matters. Over 4 decades, UABA members have developed working
relationships with Ukrainian judges, jurists and government officials, led pro
bono initiatives on behalf of Ukrainian American causes, established a legal
scholarship fund, provided assistance to Ukrainian Embassy and Consular
offices in the United States, and held multi-day Conferences at the United
States Capitol attended by Members of Congress, United States Diplomats,
Judges, US State Department and foreign policy experts and representatives
from the Embassy of Ukraine in Washington and guests from Ukraine, on
issues relevant to Ukraine’s security from foreign aggression and continued
development as a sovreign democracy governed by the Rule of Law. 

 “We have been fortunate that in the past few years several prominent national
organizations have returned to UCCA, giving our community a better
opportunity to speak with one voice to foster a greater understanding of and
stronger advocacy for Ukraine,” stated UCCA President Andriy Futey. “I am
delighted to welcome UABA as our newest member organization, and look
forward to their active involvement and to the many contributions they will
make. I would also like to thank UCCA’s Membership Committee and the
leadership of UABA in getting us to this historic vote. It is a prime example of
how, in working together, we can wield much more influence on the political
process in the United States, and have a greater ability to assist our vibrant
community and our brethren in Ukraine,” continued Futey. 

Bohdan Shandor, newly elected President of the UABA, commented on the
new relationship with UCCA by saying, “The UABA is both excited and
enthusiastic at becoming a member  and we look forward to working closely
with UCCA, an organization with a stellar history that over the years has
worked tirelessly for the Ukrainian American community and the freedom loving
people of Ukraine.”
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from left to right: Consul General Oleskiy Holubov, Ambassador Serhiy Kyslytsia,
Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko, UCCA President Andriy Futey and NYC
Councilmember Carlina Rivera — November 16, 2019 (photo: Irene Saviano)

UCCA WELCOMES UKRAINE’S NEW AMBASSADORS

On December 18, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine announced that
Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko, the Permanent Representative of Ukraine
to the United Nations, had been appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to the United States of America. President Zelenskyy also
announced the appointment of Serhiy Kyslytsia, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Ukraine, as the new Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the
United Nations. 

The Executive Board of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
(UCCA), the representative assembly of nearly 30 regional and national
associations of Ukrainian Americans representing the interests of nearly 2
million Americans of Ukrainian descent, welcomed the new appointments by
President Zelenskyy with a personal greeting sent to both Ambassador
Yelchenko and Ambassador Kyslytsia. 

As the Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations,
Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko has worked closely with the UCCA-led
International Council on UN Affairs at the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC). As
the international assembly of Ukrainian public organizations representing over
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20 million people, the UWC was recognized in 2003 as a non-governmental
organization with special consultative status by the United Nations Economic
and Social Council. Ambassador Yelchenko served as Ukraine’s Permanent
Representative to the United Nations between 1997 and 2000 and again from
2015 to 2019. 

Ambassador Serhiy Kyslytsia has served as the Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Ukraine since March 2014. In this position, as he has in the past,
Ambassador Kyslytsia maintained an exemplary record of cooperation and
outreach with Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and its member
organizations. 

On Saturday, November 16, both Ambassador Yelchenko and Ambassador
Kyslytsia attended UCCA’s National Observance Commemorating Ukraine’s
Holodomor at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, to honor the innocent
victims of the Famine Genocide of 7-10 million Ukrainians in 1932-33.

UCCA’s advocacy efforts remain as
crucial for your community as they
were during the height of the Soviet
terror; for when we underscore the
peril of Russia’s continued
aggression, it is not only as an
existential threat to Ukraine, but to
the entire free world. This past year
alone, UCCA organized, co-hosted
and livestreamed numerous
conferences countering Russia's
disinformation war against Ukraine.

Зусилля УККА, у відстоюванні
інтересів України, залишаються
визначальними для нашої громади
сьогодні, так само як і в розпалі
Радянського терору. Коли ми
підкреслюємо небезпеку невпинної
російської агресії, ми говоримо що
це є не тільки екзистенціяльна
загроза для України, але і до
всього віль-ного світу. У 2019 році
УККА організовував та освітлив
прямою трансляцією численні
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In our ongoing effort to expose the
truth about developments in Ukraine
today, UCCA regularly distributes
statements, press releases and
monthly bulletins updating you as
well as your elected leaders about
matters important to the entire
Ukrainian American community.  

Will you renew your support of
Ukrainian American advocacy by
supporting UCCA with a generous
gift today?

конференції, які протидіяли
російській дезінформаційній війні
проти України. У наших постійних
зусиллях розкрити правду про
сьогодніщні події в Україні, УККА
регулярно розповсюджує заяви,
пресові повідомлення та щомісячні
бюлетені, інформуючи Вас та
Ваших представників у Конґресі з
питань важливих для всієї
Українсько-Американської
громади.  

Будь ласка, продовжуйте Вашу
підтримку Українського
Конґресового Комітету Америки в
його місії на захист інтересів
Української громади своїм щедрим
фінансовим подарунком.

Only with your continued support, can UCCA continue to pursue our
longstanding mission of increasing the importance and role of the Ukrainian
American community and presenting our community's desire to aid the people
of Ukraine.

Thank you!
 

Support UCCA With A Monthly Or 1-Time Donation
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WHAT IS UCCA?

The Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America (UCCA) is a non-profit,
non-partisan community-based
organization that has represented
the interests of Ukrainians in the
United States since 1940. 

ЩО ТАКЕ УККА? 
Український Конґресовий Комітет
Америки (УККА) є неприбутковою,
безпартійною громадською
організацією, яка представляє
інтереси українців у Сполучених
Штатах Америки з 1940 року. 
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