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This May 18th, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the
representative organization of nearly 2 million Americans of Ukrainian descent,
joins with Ukrainian World Congress, the worldwide assembly of Ukrainian
organizations representing over 20 million people, and the Government of
Ukraine, to pause in a moment of remembrance for the innocent victims of the
Sürgün (or “violent expulsion”), the crime of genocide committed by Josef
Stalin’s soviet henchmen in 1944. 

The Sürgün was an inhuman attempt to rid the Crimean peninsula of its
population of approximately 238,000 indigenous people, the Qirim Tatar Millet.
70 years later, Vladimir Putin staged Russia’s military invasion and current
illegal occupation of Crimea, and today seeks to erase any semblance of the
indigenous Crimean Tatar identity from their homeland, including shutting down
the Crimean Tatar Mejlis, replacing Crimean Tatar place names, and further
removing opportunities for the Crimean Tatar language and culture to be taught
and passed on. 

Whatever attempts Russia makes to legitimize the occupation of the peninsula,
the fact remains indisputable: Crimea is Ukraine. 
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On this 76th anniversary of the Deportation-Genocide of the Crimean Tatar
people, UCCA continues to voice our support for the Crimean Tatar people in
their struggle for their rights, and again calls on the governments of the United
States, U.N. and E.U. member states to recognize the Sürgün as an ethnic
genocide of the Crimean Tatar people. 
 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the largest
representation of Americans of Ukrainian descent, is responding with alarm to
several reports indicating that an investigation of Dr. Ulana Suprun, Ukraine’s
former Acting Minister of Health, may soon be launched by Ukrainian
authorities. 

As Acting Minister, Dr. Suprun initiated a series of reforms at the Ministry of
Health that has led to qualitative changes in Ukraine’s health care system. In
2018, those reforms were specifically cited in a European Parliament resolution
commending Ukraine’s reform efforts. Under her leadership, the Ministry was
the first in Ukraine’s history to offer a comprehensive vision of reform based on
understanding and clearly defining problems that plague the health care
system. 

Dr. Suprun has a long-established record of support not only for Ukraine but for
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the Ukrainian American community. Prior to her appointment as Acting Minister
of Health, she was the Director of Humanitarian Initiatives of the Ukrainian
World Congress, and the founder of its “Patriot Defence” project, that continues
to provide tactical and emergency medical training to soldiers on the frontlines
in Ukraine. Acting Minister Suprun is also the former chair of the UCCA’s
Council on Aid to Ukrainians, and is a recipient of the Shevchenko Freedom
Award, the highest accolade accorded by the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America. 

According to a 2020 survey by the global development and education
organization IREX Dr. Ulana Suprun is considered among the most influential
individuals in social media among Ukraine’s youth. Earlier this year, over
30,000 people signed a public petition supporting her re-instatement as Minister
of Health. 

Instead of focusing on political retribution, UCCA strongly urges Ukrainian
government officials to remain focused on fighting the enemy currently
occupying Ukraine’s territory and to build upon the successes of the past 6
years. 
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Born Anna Muzyka on May 14, 1920, the woman who would be known
worldwide as Slava Stetsko became a member of the Organization of Ukrainian
Nationalists (OUN) at the age of 18, just one year before Soviet and Nazi forces
began their joint invasion that is remembered now as the start of the second
World War. To help fight off that invasion of her Ukrainian homeland, Slava
served as an orderly and a nurse in the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) until
she was captured by the Nazis in 1943. 

Following the end of the war, Slava Stetkso was able to complete her university
studies in Germany, where she eventually married Yaroslav Stetsko. The two of
them would respectively serve as OUN’s Providnyk (leader) as well as serve on
and chair the Central Committee of the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Peoples (ABN).
Slava not only served as president of ABN, but as editor-in-chief of ABN-
Correspondence, and various other ABN publications, as well as organizing
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ABN conferences around the world. An active participant in international anti-
communist congresses, Slava was also the co-founder of the European
Freedom Council. 

Having fought for so many years to see the liberation of her homeland, Slava
Stetsko returned to Ukraine following the renewal of its independence. Having
spent her whole life fighting for Ukraine’s independence, Slava Stesko entered
Ukrainian political life shortly after her return, fighting to return glory for her
native Ukraine until her death in 2003. 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the largest
representation of Americans of Ukrainian descent, honors the life and work of a
remarkable heroine on this 100th anniversary of her birth. 
 

Slava Ukraini! Heroiiam Slava!

WHAT IS UCCA?

The Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America (UCCA) is a non-profit,
non-partisan community-based
organization that has represented
the interests of Ukrainians in the
United States since 1940. 

ЩО ТАКЕ УККА? 
Український Конґресовий Комітет
Америки (УККА) є неприбутковою,
безпартійною громадською
організацією, яка представляє
інтереси українців у Сполучених
Штатах Америки з 1940 року. 
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