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This May 18th, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the
representative organization of nearly 2 million Americans of Ukrainian descent,
joins with the Ukrainian World Congress, the worldwide assembly of Ukrainian
organizations representing over 20 million people, the  Mejlis of the Crimean
Tatar people, and the  Government of Ukraine, to pause in a moment of
remembrance for the innocent victims of the the crime of genocide committed
against the Crimean Tatar people by Josef Stalin’s soviet henchmen in 1944.


The Sürgün (or “violent expulsion”) in May of 1944 was a purposeful action of
the USSR's antihuman communist regime to rid the Crimean peninsula of
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its  approximately 238,000 indigenous people, the  Qirim Tatar Millet. The
Crimean Tatars were forcibly deported to other parts of the USSR, with no right
to return until 1989. Finally, in 1991, the Qurultay of the Crimean Tatar People
convened in Crimea for only the second gathering in a century.


23 years later, Vladimir Putin staged Russia’s military invasion and current
illegal occupation of Crimea, and today seeks to erase any semblance of the
indigenous Crimean Tatar identity from their homeland, replacing Crimean Tatar
place names, and further removing opportunities for the Crimean Tatar
language and culture to be taught and passed on.


Once again, the indigenous Crimean Tatar people of Ukraine are forbidden
from gathering at traditional commemorative events in their native land. In
Russian-occupied Crimea, severe restrictions have been placed on  the
freedoms of expression, association and peaceful assembly, including at
traditional commemorative events such as the anniversary of the genocidal
deportation of the Crimean Tatars. The Representative Assembly of the
Crimean Tatar People, the Mejlis, has been illegally banned. The Crimean Tatar
People are once again the victims of a cruel and ruthless occupation
regime,  and  the language, rights, and culture of the Crimean Tatar
people remains as much under threat today, as they were during the Soviet and
Tsarist regimes.


On this solemn anniversary of the Deportation-Genocide of the Crimean Tatar
people, UCCA continues to voice our support for the Crimean Tatar people in
their struggle for their rights, and again calls on the governments of the free
world to recognize Stalin's actions as crimes of genocide.
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On Wednesday-Thursday, June 16-17, the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations,
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, the Ukrainian National
Information Service, and the American Foreign Policy Council, in partnership
with the International Republican Institute, the National Democratic Institute,
and the Open World Program, will convene the ninth US-UA Working Group
Summit: Providing Ukraine with an Annual Report Card. This online conference
(program to come) will be livestreamed on UCCA's Facebook and YouTube
pages. 
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Запрошуємо всіх долучитися до акції з нагоди Дня
вишиванки “Вишиті скарби” 20 травня. У цей день тисячі

українців по всьому світу одягнуть свої традиційні вишиті
сорочки, щоб продемонструвати свою національну

ідентичність, гордість і патріотизм. 
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WHAT IS UCCA?

The Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America (UCCA) is a non-profit,
non-partisan community-based
organization that has represented
the interests of Ukrainians in the
United States since 1940. 

ЩО ТАКЕ УККА? 
Український Конґресовий Комітет
Америки (УККА) є неприбутковою,
безпартійною громадською
організацією, яка представляє
інтереси українців у Сполучених
Штатах Америки з 1940 року. 
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