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Following the 2020 US elections, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America (UCCA), the nation’s largest representative body of Americans of
Ukrainian descent, issued a statement expressing to newly elected officials
that Ukrainian Americans are united in their belief that a democratic and
independent Ukraine is in the national security interests of the United
States. Included in that statement was the bipartisan sentiment that any
“retreat from current sanctions against the Russian Federation and its
proxies, or from continued military, political and economic support of
Ukraine by the United States, would entail terrifying consequences for
Ukraine, our European partners and the global geo-political security

structure.”

UCCA was therefore heartened to hear US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken at his Senate confirmation hearing_ in January speak unequivocally
about stopping the NordStream 2 pipeline: "I'm determined to do whatever
| can to prevent that completion," relating that President Biden "would have
us use every persuasive tool that we have to convince our friends and
partners including Germany not to move forward with it.”



https://mailchi.mp/520599f5c106/nordstream2_sanctions?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/news/trivaye-pidgotovka-zahodiv-do-35-h-rokovin-chornobilskoyi-katastrofi
https://mcusercontent.com/c58102ff552092843267dbbb8/files/5a7a82ca-65df-8cd0-f045-6b14ea5d243e/UCCA_Surgun_Statement_2021.pdf
https://www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/ucca-prepares-for-a-new-decade-of-u-s-ukraine-relations/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4939578/user-clip-blinken-questioned-nord-stream-2-sanctions
http://eepurl.com/h2uGB1
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f
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NordStream 2 pipeline as "fundamentally bad deal for Europe” specifically
because, in his words, it would “lock in great reliance on Russia [which] will
fundamentally destabilize Ukraine."

Therefore, when it was reported on May 18 that the State Department, in
listing to Congress which entities involved in NordStream 2 construction
deserve sanctions, would instead “cite U.S. national interests,” and waive
the application of sanctions against the company behind project —
NordStream 2 AG and its CEO Matthias Warnig — we must ask of this
administration: why is the United States not doing all it can to prevent
Vladimir Putin from accomplishing one of his biggest priorities?

NordStream 2 is a geopolitical scheme designed to provide Putin’s Russia
with additional malign influence on our European allies and partners.
Instead of standing by Ukraine, these proposed waivers contradict in letter
and spirit the intent behind the bipartisan sanctions regime passed by
Congress: preventing the completion of the NordStream 2 pipeline.

In light of Defense Department officials reporting_this month that close to
80,000 Russian troops remain on the border with Ukraine (the biggest
force Russia has amassed there since 2014), President Biden should
maintain the commitments made to our allies in Eastern Europe, and
continue America’s bipartisan record of support for Ukraine. Instead of
issuing waivers, the United States should be strengthening sanctions and
ratcheting up the pressure on Russia to leave Ukrainian territory.

As a strategic partner of Ukraine, the United States should further
demonstrate leadership among allies by supporting a Membership Action
Plan for Ukraine at this summer’s NATO Summit. Following 13 years of
bureaucratic stalling in Brussels, the time has come for the United States
to clarify if it still upholds its commitments made in Bucharest in 2008,
when NATO made clear that Ukraine would become a signatory member
of the transatlantic alliance one day.



https://www.rferl.org/a/biden-nord-stream-2-pipeline-bad-deal-for-europe/27945891.html
https://www.axios.com/nord-stream-sanction-biden-russia-f6db2ae3-2c89-4343-b326-9f399d674077.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/18/politics/us-nord-stream-decision/index.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/03/29/biden-russia-putin-germany-nord-stream-2-sanctions-congress/
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/newsroom/press/senators-menendez-shaheen-urge-biden-administration-to-stop-nord-stream-2-pipeline
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/05/us/politics/biden-putin-russia-ukraine.html
https://cepa.org/ukraine-time-for-a-true-strategic-partnership/
https://cepa.org/time-to-offer-ukraine-and-georgia-a-path-to-nato-membership/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_8443.htm
http://eepurl.com/h2uGB1
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f
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a significant geopolitical ramifications of the pipeline if completed. Please know our advocacy has
en consistent acrass Administrations including our bipartisan Ukraine Caucus lotter fo then-
Sceretary of State Pampeo dated June § advocating for robust implementation of sanctions on
Nord Stream 2.

May 13,2021
Secxetay .’.\{::::::ul:h”k:' In addition 10 the completion of Nord Stream 2, we are deeply concemed with the Ukrainian
aflogaz supervisory board and CEO, which puts Uksuine’s cnergy
y a risk. This deeply mi ypens i U
inereased eommuplion fron and vulncrability to malign acvoss including Ukraine's rapaeious
ary Blinken oligarch class and Russian corrosive capital, Sadly, this stcp is part of a larger trend of
backsliding in reform since March 2020 and threatens good corporate govemance and further
foreign direet invesiment to U ndatory sanctions on Nord
Stream 2 without delay, we also ment increase effons 10 help Ukraine become
more encriy secure by restoring the imegrity of Naftogaz and corporate govemance in the
sector and beyond. This starts with a legitimate process 1o assemble a new Nafiogaz
Supervisory Board in consultation with the European Bank for Reconsiruction and Development,
International Monetary Fund, European Commission, United States, and other credible
intemational stakcholders.

120520 iine’s energy sector 1o

Dear Sccr

Thank you for your efforts to strengthen the wansatlantic relutionship and commitment 1
in Ukraine and Central and Eastem Furope as exemplified by your recemt trip 1o
rs of the bipartisan Congressional Ukraine Caucus, we write with deep coneern with the state
&y security in Ukraine and Central and Eastern Europe. We strongly urg
to increase efforts to balster energy resilience by sanctioning Nord Stream 2 as mandated by
CA as amended and consistent with Congressional intent, ingrease diplomatic action to
counter the purging of Naftogaz leadership, and sirengihen fforts to fulfill the U.S. pledge to
<t S300 million of LS, financing into the Three Seas Fund.
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aine. As co-

the Department

ally, in order to help our

ies and partners continug to diversify energy sources, the L
States has pledged up to one billion dollars into the Three Seas Fund to finance energy

infrastructure projects. We are thankful for your robust statement of support for the Three Scas
ake

Tragically, Russian dictator Viadimir Putin seeks to sow discord in the Transatlantic alliance
through hybrid warfarc operations. This includes weaponizing energy to w
institutions and solidarity through the export of steategic corruption. Recall that in 2006
Russian authoritics cut off gas flows through Ukraine during the bitter cold of winter leading to
hardship not only for the people of Ukraine, but also neighboring countries like Bulgaria and
Romania

Initiative, bul remain concerned that the U.S. Development
meaningful action to ¢ the ol $300 million of .S, financing into th
Three Seas Fund. For this reason, we urge the Administration 1o recommit efforts to fulfill the
DEC pledge to invest in the Fund, This should be an important element to incr
s and partners against inereasing malign influence from Russia and China

e Corporation

¢ the resilience

As you well knaw, Russian authoritics now scck to complete Nord Strcam 2
economic weapon to cut off eritical gas transit through Ukraine and to incr .
Europe. That s wihy ! Curopean countries have joined
the United States in calling for the project to be stopped. We are also grateful for the statement of
opposition from President Biden that the projeet is a “bad deal” for Europe. The U.S. Congress Sincerely,
has voted now twice on an overwhelmingly bipantisan basis to sanction the pipeline and related

emities purs g European Ener, urity Act (PEF

SA; nended by the = 5 i 2
Protecting European Energy Security Cla i Act (PEESCA) to halt the pipeline Pt ,_?,f;(';‘?,t,;., }7,.... ?ﬂf,‘ﬁ”

construction and protect Ukraine’s security. These sanctions are mandatory, not discretionary

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to hearing from you and reviewing the

next report 10 Congress on sanctionable Nord Stream 2 activity

MARCY KAPTUR BRIAN FITZI
Member of Congress. Member of €
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gress that is required to list all entities sanctionable under the

rangly urge you to include in this report all cnlitics openly
including Nord Stream AG and all vessels and

\panies supporting the Fortuna and Akademik A L

Cherskiy pipe-laying vessels. pursuant to the legislation and clear biparti
intent, The open sousce evidence is overwhelming, and it scems there is
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https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/chair/release/chairman-menendez-statement-on-state-departments-nord-stream-2-report-
https://www.shaheen.senate.gov/news/press/shaheen-statement-on-nord-stream-2
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/ranking/release/risch-biden-and-blinken-are-handing-putin-a-gift-with-ns2-waivers
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ukraine-caucus-calls-state-department-fully-sanction-nord-stream-2-take
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ukraine-caucus-calls-state-department-fully-sanction-nord-stream-2-take
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We invite Descendants of all
Holodomor victims to add your
voice to our Holodomor
Descendants’ Network.
Participation in the Network may be
at a level that is comfortable and
meaningful for you given your
individual circumstances. Join in
order to receive information on
research, activities, events or join
to be more active in sharing family
accounts and actively supporting
awareness / educational/
commemoration initiatives. The
choice will be yours.

Learn More

Support UCCA With A Monthly Or 1-Time Donation



https://youtu.be/OZ6wx3gt_MA
https://www.hdn.ukrainianworldcongress.org/
https://www.mightycause.com/organization/Ucca
http://eepurl.com/h2uGB1
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c58102ff552092843267dbbb8&id=afe2bda69f
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of America (UCCA) is a non-profit,
non-partisan community-based
organization that has represented
the interests of Ukrainians in the
United States since 1940,
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AMepHEM (YEKA) € HenpuOyTKOBO,
De3napTiiHOK rPOMAACHKOH
OpraHizalieto, Aka npeacTaenae
IHTEpECH  YEpaiHUIE y  Cnony4yeHux
LLiTaTax AMepHEM 3 1940 pory.
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