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Ukrainian Orthodoxy’s 5th Year of 
Autocephaly

Five years ago, on 6 January, 2019, on one of the most important feasts in 
our church – the Holy Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople officially recognized the 
autocephaly of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU).

The decision to recognize Ukraine’s desire for an autocephalous church will 
for centuries share the symbolic message of Theophany: the celebration of 
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the baptism of Jesus Christ in the River Jordan, a ritual act of blessing and 
regeneration, paired with the spiritual regeneration of the Ukrainian nation, 
historically baptized in the waters of the Dnipro River over 1,000 years ago. 

After centuries of struggle, the historic act of handing over the Tomos of 
Autocephaly manifested the goal many never thought would happen in their 
lifetime: a single, united Orthodox Church of Ukraine, a true blessing for 
Ukrainians around the world. Indeed, since this historic event, over 1000 
parishes have migrated into communion with the OCU amid a rising wave of 
public annoyance at clerics who pledged fealty to Moscow; since the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine began alone, nearly 600 religious institutions have 
transitioned to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the largest 
representation of Americans of Ukrainian descent, expresses gratitude on 
behalf of the community it represents to the worldwide leader of the 
Orthodox community, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople, 
for granting the Tomos of Autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, as 
well as to our church leaders in the United States, both Metropolitan Antony 
and Archbishop Daniel, for their work in shepherding this truly historic 
achievement.
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It’s the Giving Season!

Support UCCA With A Monthly Or 1-Time Donation

Все сьогодні радістю наповнилося 
– Христос хрестився в Йордані
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UCCA would like to thank our members, volunteer activists and everyone 
who supported our efforts with financial contributions. At our heart, whether 
speaking with your elected leaders or advocating in the media, we remain a 
community organization, supported by the enthusiasm of our volunteers, and 
financial support from you.

This Holiday Season, UCCA asks you to continue your investment in our 
Ukrainian American community, by making a tax-deductible contribution to 
UCCA. Our work is funded almost entirely by generous donations, and your 
support and involvement are essential to our work – and to our community’s 
future!

Download UCCA’s Appeal
in English (PDF)

Щоб завантажити наш
Заклик (PDF)

Your checks are also welcome!
Mail to:

UCCA
203 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10003

UCCA is a registered 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit organization and all donations to UCCA 
are tax deductible.
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This Holiday Season, UCCA has 
partnered with Rachael Ray to 
raise funds for the UNBROKEN 
National Rehabilitation Center in 
Lviv. Through the purchase of 
custom necklaces by DelBrenna 
Jewelry, moneys will be sent to this 
unique facility where adults and 
children affected by the war can 
receive comprehensive qualified 
medical care. 

Shop for your necklace at www.rachaelray-delbrenna.com
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Did you miss a recent 
UCCA email?
UCCA archives all of our email 
updates at UCCA.org
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21 January - Chicago, IL
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