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UCCA Helps Welcome Tennis Champion, 
Honors Ukrainian Women

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America recently co-sponsored a 
special event together with the Embassy of Ukraine, honoring Ukrainian 
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women activists. Held at Ukraine House in Washington, D.C., on 26 July, 
the evening highlighted the work of extraordinary Ukrainian women.

Following Amb. Oksana Markarova’s opening remarks, attendees viewed a 
special screening of “Escape from Russian Captivity,” Slidstvo.Info’s first 
documentary film since russia’s genocidal war of aggression began its full-
fledged stage on 24 February 2022. Investigative journalists and co 
producers of the film, Yuliia Khymeryk and Nastya Stanko, were on hand to 
elaborate further on the forcible transfer and deportation of Ukrainian 
children by Russia. The 45-minute film (with English subtitles) details how 
enemy occupiers in the Kherson region coerced 17-year-old Masha and 18-
year-old Nastya into “taking a vacation” in occupied Crimea, where the girls 
were forced to sing the enemy’s national anthem and pressured to become 
russian citizens. The film’s two teenage heroines also attended the event in 
Washington, D.C., and shared what they endured, as well as how they kept 
their spirits up, and how they escaped.

“This is an important event for UCCA to co-sponsor because we cannot let 
the world become complacent to the atrocities russia continues to commit in 
Ukraine,” UCCA president Andriy Futey remarked. “These indomitable 
women continue to play an integral role in shining a light on russia’s war 
crimes and underscoring the need for continued western support for 
Ukraine,” he continued. 
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Following the documentary film, the gathering welcomed world tennis 
champion Elina Svitolina - the first Olympian to win a medal in tennis for 
Ukraine, the first Ukrainian woman to reach the top 10 in worldwide tennis 
rankings, and only the third player in history to defeat four former Major 
champions in a single Grand Slam tournament, which she accomplished just 
last month en route to reaching the semifinal in this year’s Wimbledon 
Championships. While a Ukrainian man could one day equal these honors, it 
was also noted that Ms. Svitolina gave birth to her first child in-between her 
Olympic victory and her record-tying run at Wimbledon. Following her 17th 
career title at the Internationaux de Strasbourg on 27 May, her first title as a 
mother, Elina donated her entire prize winnings “to the children of Ukraine.” 
Since its founding, the Elina Svitolina Foundation has supported and helped 
Ukrainian tennis players. With so many young tennis players displaced away 
from Ukraine, the Foundation takes care of young Ukrainians who are 
temporarily in different cities in Europe, taking care of their accommodation, 
food, and athletic training. 

Ms. Svitolina talked about the importance of maintaining sanctions at 
international sports competitions and holding the russian federation 
accountable for war crimes. Following the invasion on 24 February 2022, the 
International Tennis Federation (ITF) released a statement announcing “the 
immediate suspension of the Russian Tennis Federation (RTF) and Belarus 
Tennis Federation (BTF) from ITF membership and from participation in ITF 
international team competition until further notice.” While this ban remains in 
place, earlier this year the International Olympic Committee (IOC) issued a 
recommendation to International Sports Bodies that russian and Belarusian 
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athletes could compete as individuals in qualifying events in advance of the 
2024 Paris Games. The IOC has not yet made a decision on whether 
these athletes can take part in the 2024 Paris Olympics.

Following this special gathering, four-time Ukrainian Olympic fencing 
medalist Olha Kharlan was disqualified from the World Fencing 
Championships in Milan on 28 July after her defeated russian opponent sat 
in protest for not receiving a handshake:

Olha Kharlan: "Ukrainian athletes are ready to face Russians on the 
sports field but we will never shake hands with them."

https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/28/sport/olga-kharlan-fencing-disqualification-ukraine-spt-intl/index.html


UCCA’s Humanitarian Aid efforts 
continue with regular deliveries to 

Ukraine
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UCCA’s 61st Humanitarian Aid Update details UCCA's ongoing efforts to 
supply our freedom fighters with critically needed non-lethal military 
assistance thanks to charitable donations to UCCA’s #SupportUkraine Fund.

Thanks to the generosity of the Ukrainian American community and the 
general public, each donation, large or small, to UCCA’s #SupportUkraine 
campaign has made an impact, because 100% of these tax-deductible 
donations continues to be used to help alleviate the challenges Ukrainians 
continue to face. In addition to UCCA’s 2023 Platinum Seal of Transparency, 
the highest award from the charity rating organization Candid, all of UCCA's 
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“War Aid Updates” and “Special Mission Reports” can be reviewed at UCCA.org. 

Donate to #SupportUkraine Today!

Review UCCA’s Aid Reports

Your checks are also welcome!
Mail to:

UCCA
203 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10003

UCCA is a registered 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit organization and all donations to UCCA 
are tax deductible.

https://mtyc.co/kb1eof
https://ucca.org/aidreports/
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/13-6219868


If you or your local community receive any official proclamations or stage 
any independence events, please share them with UCCA's National Office 
so that we may gather them together with our archives of proclamations and 
greetings dating back to our founding in 1940. 

Download UCCA's Draft Proclamation Request (PDF)
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