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29 серпня – День пам’яті захисників 
України, які загинули в боротьбі за 

незалежність, суверенітет і територіальну 
цілісність України

Господи, Боже Всемогутній, довіряю Твоєму милосердю душі наших 
загиблих солдат, які віддали своє життя, захищаючи дорогу 
Батьківщину i пролили свою кров, обороняючи не лише нашу країну, а й 
святу віру. О Боже, нехай це їхнє мучеництво, здійснене в захисті віри 
та Батьківщини, визволить їхні душі з чистилища і випросить їм вічну 
нагороду в небі. 

Благаю Тебе заради Страстей і смерті нашого Спасителя, через 
Його Пресвяте Серце, за заступництвом Його Непорочної Матері, а 
також святих Покровителів нашого народу. Aмінь.
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“There are no words to describe 
the strength, greatness and self-
sacrifice of a hero who remains 
forever in battle for his people to 
preserve freedom and emerge 
victorious”

Read more

This year, to mark 32 years of Ukraine's Renewed Independence, UCCA 
was proud to once again partner with the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to 
the United Nations and the Consulate General of Ukraine in New York to 
organize a Celebration of Freedom & Liberty in New York City, in 
collaboration with the United Nations Missions of the Ukrainian World 
Congress, World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations as well as 
the Mejlis of Ukraine's Indigenous Crimean Tatar people.   

Graciously hosted by the Ukrainian Institute of America (UIA), these type of 
partnerships between Ukraine’s diplomatic corps and our diaspora 
organizations demonstrate the true strength of the Ukrainian people united 
on the world stage. And throughout the evening, appreciation was expressed 
 for the generous financial underwriting by the Self Reliance (NY) Federal 
Credit Union, the SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union and the Ukrainian 
National Federal Credit Union, which enabled our community to 
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Permanent Missions to the United Nations and Consulates General in New 
York, as well as close partner communities including the American Jewish 
Committee (AJC Global).

Pictures by Alex Buzunov and Patrick Mulcahy

The evening featured formal remarks by Kathy Nalywajko, President of the 
Ukrainian Institute of America, Amb. Sergiy Kyslytsya, Permanent 
Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations, Amb. Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, Representative of the United States of America to the United 
Nations, Oleksii Holubov, Consul General of Ukraine in New York, and a 
special video address by Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine.

Throughout the evening, Ukraine’s #ГероїНезалежності were both 
prominently situated and honored for their service, with the assistance of 
both KindDeeds, Inc., and Revived Soldiers Ukraine. With the support of the 
Consulate General of Ukraine in New York, the multimedia exhibit 
FRAGMENTED EVIDENCE was unveiled, and its curator, Olena Speranska, 
recounted for the guests how the artworks in the exhibit miraculously 
survived the occupation of Bucha. 

The entire team at the Institute once again excelled in promoting awareness 
of, and understanding of Ukraine, at the highest levels of international 
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Haan, Taras Yanytskyi, Pavlo Gintov, Ayshe Kubedinova and the ballroom 
dance duet “DNA” – Denys Drozdyuk and Antonina Skobina.

Following the evening’s program, a Charity Raffle drawing enabled the 
evening’s guests to personally contribute to United24, the international 
charity platform launched by President Zelenskyy for supporting Ukraine.

On Saturday, 26 August, Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States, 
Oksana Markarova, and UCCA Executive Vice President, Michael Sawkiw, 
Jr., addressed a rally in front of the White House commemorating the 32nd 
anniversary of Ukraine’s Renewed Independence. The rally included 
remarks from Ukrainian American organizations and other ethnic 
communities, as well. 

After the rally, a march led rally participants to the Shevchenko monument 
where local artists and children from the Saturday School of Ukrainian 
Studies provided songs and recited poems in tribute to the 32nd anniversary. 
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Update your calendars

Beginning this 1 September 2023, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC) will celebrate all fixed feasts in the “new style.” Primarily, Christmas — 
on December 25, Epiphany — on January 6, Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary — on March 25, Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary — on 
October 1, St. Nicholas Day — on December 6, etc.

The Synod of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) has also approved 
switching to the this calendar for all fixed feasts beginning on 1 September. 
Both the UOC and UGCC will retain the existing Paschalion - the set of rules 
for determining the date of the movable Easter feast.
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On 14 July 2023, the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine’s parliament, approved legislation 
that modifies the dates of three state holidays:

Beginning this year, 2023, Christmas will be celebrated in Ukraine on 25 
December instead of 7 January;
Beginning in 2024, the Day of Ukrainian Statehood will be observed on 
15 July instead of 28 July (coinciding with the church holiday 
commemorating the Christianization of Kyivan Rus');
and beginning this year, 2023, Defender of Ukraine Day will be on 1 
October instead of 14 October (coinciding with the church holiday of the 
Protection of the Most Holy Mother of God - Pokrova).
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Searching for 
information?

UCCA’s Fact Sheet Hub collects 
wartime statistics from both the 
Ukrainian and US governments as 
well as the United Nations

Read more here
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Support UCCA With A Monthly Or 1-Time Donation

Your checks are also welcome!
Mail to:

UCCA
203 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10003

UCCA is a registered 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit organization and all donations to UCCA 
are tax deductible.

Copyright (C) 2023 Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Inc.. All rights 
reserved.
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