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Since President Trump signed into law the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Acts (CAATSA) in 
August 2017,  UCCA and its Washington, DC public affairs bureau, the Ukrainian National Information Service 
(UNIS), have been monitoring the implementation of the law.  Within a framework of advocacy programs in 2017 to 
promote passage of the CAATSA bill that would sanction Russia for its invasion of Ukraine and interference in the U.S. 
elections, UNIS organized the first in what will most-likely become a series of “Ukrainian Days” advocacy events on 
Capitol Hill on March 6-7, 2018 to advocate for the bill's implementation.    

 Despite the inclement weather, nearly fifty community activists from throughout the United States participated in 
the advocacy event, which began on Tuesday afternoon with a prayer service at the Holodomor Memorial to commemorate 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor.   

Following the Holodomor ceremony, “Ukrainian Days” participants had an opportunity to attend the Atlantic Council’s 
discussion on the upcoming Russian elections and its effects on the Russian economy, and subsequent pressures on 
countries in the region.   

That evening the Embassy of Ukraine, hosted by H.E. Valeriy Chaly,  invited the community to a reception, during 
which Ambassador Chaliy warmly welcomed the participants and presented certificates of appreciation to several 
individuals in attendance, including: Andrij Dobriansky, Marta Farion, Iryna Gulai, Eugene Luciw and Vasyl Perets, for 
their contribution to strengthening the hromada.   During the reception, UCCA President Andrew Futey, UNIS Director 
Michael Sawkiw, Jr., and several visiting Members of Ukraine’s Parliament provided remarks. The“Friend of 
UNIS” award was presented by Michael Sawkiw to the Joint Baltic American National Committee (JBANC) for its 
continued staunch support of Ukraine. In accepting the award,  Karl Altau, JBANC Managing Director, sincerely thanked 
UNIS and stated, “Your struggle is our struggle.”    

The following morning, prior to hitting the halls of Congress, participants were briefed on the latest information 
regarding the Russia-sanctions regime, an impending Holodomor resolution, and a cyber-security bill in the U.S. Senate. 
Throughout the day, nearly 30 members of Congress were visited by the participants of Ukrainian Days.  

The advocacy event concluded with a commemoration of the national bard of Ukraine, Taras Shevchenko.  Along 
with Embassy of Ukraine staff and members of the local Ukrainian American community, Ukrainian Days participants 
placed flowers before the Shevchenko Monument.  A short prayer was also recited to honor the memory of Ukraine’s 
greatest bard.    

The next “Ukrainian Day” advocacy event in Washington, DC will be held in the summer of 2018. Additionally, 
in late April, advocacy for Ukraine will continue, when the Central and East European Coalition (CEEC) hosts a briefing 
session.  The CEEC will examine European politics a century ago, when in 1918 most central European countries declared 
independence.   Although many lost their independence soon thereafter, today these countries are facing similar acts of 
aggression. Please stay tuned for further details of the events to come.   

First “Ukrainian Days” Advocacy Event of 2018 
successfully concludes 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S.-Ukraine Security Dialogue IX: 
Identifying Ukraine’s Security 

Priorities 

On March 8th, UCCA co-sponsored along with 
American Foreign Policy Council and Center for US-
Ukrainian Relations the ninth in a series of Security 
Dialogues.  This year’s forum, held at the National Press 
Club identified Ukraine’s security priorities.   

 
The over two dozen speakers focused their 

remarks not only on Russia’s aggression in the east of the 
country, but also underscored that the war included much 
more than just a military component. Commenting that 
Russia’s tactics, which it is testing on Ukraine to see the 
response from the west, also includes disinformation, 
cyber-attacks, including attacks on infrastructure and 
elections, promotion of extremist groups, using social 
media for manipulation of news and activities, and  
intimidation of opposition and other methods. The 
speakers also recognized that cyber and information 
warfare has expanded beyond Ukraine’s borders to 
include Europe and the United States, using social media 
to attack the US national elections, as well as financial 
sponsorships by Russian oligarchs of US organizations 
and opinion-makers who have a direct influence on US 
national policy. 

 The presentations on Maritime Security of the 
Black Sea, Cyber Security and Defense of Information 
Warfare included proposals for defenses. 

  
Several members of Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada 

also addressed the forum, including: Oksana Syroyid, 
Deputy Speaker of VR; Artur Gerasimov, leader of Petro 
Poroshenko faction in VR; MP Serhiy Visotsky, and MP 
Andriy Levus. 

 
To view videos of the presentations, please visit 

the UCCA Facebook page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/UCCA.org/videos/ 

   

Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), the largest grassroots representation of 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, welcomes the 
news that the Trump administration has finally 
imposed financial sanctions on Russia for meddling 
in the U.S. 2016 elections, and for a cyberattack 
against Ukraine and other countries.    

The March 15th sanctions against hackers 
and spy agencies are placed on five entities and 19 
individuals whose cyberattacks have been 
characterized by U.S. government officials as the 
“most destructive and costly” in history. 

Although the Administration missed the 
congressional mandated deadline by a month and a 
half, the UCCA welcomes the development of 
newly imposed sanctions against Russia, having 
repeatedly called on this Administration to 
implement sanctions against Russia through 
the Countering America's Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act, enacted almost unanimously by 
Congress last summer. 

UCCA will continue to advocate for 
stronger sectorial sanctions against the Russian 
Federation for its interference in our electoral 
process; and until it fully withdraws all of its covert 
and overt forces and equipment from Ukraine and 
de-occupies the sovereign territory of Ukraine, 
including Crimea. 

UCCA Welcomes U.S. Sanctions 
Against Russia 

 

Holodomor Resolution 
Introduced in Senate 

 
Sens. Rob Portman (R-OH) and Richard Durbin (D-IL), 
co-chairs of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, introduced 
S.Res.435, a resolution commemorating the 85th 
anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide (Ho-
lodomor) of 1932-1933.  

This is a very important issue for Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian-American community. For decades, our 
community has been working arduously to bring 
awareness and achieve recognition of the Holodomor as 
a genocide of the Ukrainian nation. 

The Ukrainian National Information Service 
(UNIS) urges the Ukrainian American community to 
contact their Senators and urge them to co-sponsor 
S.Res435.   Contact information for your Senator may be 
obtained at:  http://www.senate.gov.  

Please widely circulate this information through 
your e-mail lists, and on your Facebook/social media 
pages (Twitter, Instagram, etc.). 

Should you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact UNIS at 202 547-0018, or by e-mail at 
unis.sawkiw@gmail.com. 


