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UCCA continually monitors positions and statements made throughout every election 
cycle concerning U.S. foreign policy.  This monitoring has become imperative given 
the ongoing war being waged against Ukraine by Putin’s Russia. In past election 
cycles, UCCA representatives have reached out to both the Democratic and Republican 
National Committees in advance of their respective conventions and the general 
election to bring awareness of the benefits and garner support for the strategic 
partnership which exists between the US and Ukraine.  While the coronavirus 
pandemic has dampened physical meetings with relevant platform committees and 
national campaigns, it hasn’t dissuaded UCCA from continued opportunities for 
interaction.     

On behalf of the Ukrainian American community, UCCA recently submitted a position 
paper entitled, “United States Relations with Ukraine” to both the Democratic and 
Republican National Committees, which specifically proposes the following: 

• Uphold a clear, unified, steadfast, and explicit commitment to Ukraine’s
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity by the United States and
our European allies.

• Reject all forms of recognition of Russian rule over the illegally-occupied
Crimean Peninsula by adhering to objectives explicitly stated in the Crimean
Declaration of July 2018;

• Demand the immediate withdrawal of covert and overt Russian forces and
equipment from Ukraine and compliance with cease-fire agreements [prior to
holding elections in Donbas, as per the Minsk agreement];

• Expand direct military assistance, including lethal defensive arms, naval and
air force support, and additional military training programs;

• Continue the “Open Door” policy for eventual NATO membership by
implementing the Enhanced Opportunity Program (EOP) for Ukraine;

• Maintain and strengthen targeted economic sanctions against
the Russian Federation until it fully complies with its international obligations, 
including the Budapest Memorandum and Minsk agreement;

• Monitor and ramp up U.S. counter-narrative objectives to the Russian
propaganda operation through the already-established Global Engagement
Center (GEC);

• Freeze assets of and deny visas to elite Russians suspected of money
laundering or involvement in the nefarious actions against the sovereignty of
Ukraine; and,

• Enhance the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership to include comprehensive
support of Ukraine’s defense capacity, economic reform efforts, and foreign
direct investment opportunities.

The Ukrainian American community looks to the United States to not only live up to its public 
and binding security guarantees to Ukraine, but to further develop a shared 20-year military 
relationship as a buffer against rogue nations threatening the post-WWII collective security 
order. We therefore stress that both parties should have taken a stronger position of 
supporting military assistance to Ukraine in their platforms. Ukraine stands as the only 
non-NATO partner nation to have contributed actively to all NATO-led operations and missions 
for the past 20 years, and deserves at minimum, the same defensive support given to other 
strategic allies by the United States…  
UCCA appeals to all of its members to be active participants in American political life, 
regardless of their political affiliation. In an increasingly interconnected and 
economically interdependent world, American political parties should put forth 
platforms which promote international norms, defend basic human rights and freedoms, deter 
foreign aggression, support the territorial integrity of our allies, and chart a course of 
geopolitical stability that is in the national security interests of the United States

On June 16, UCCA launched the second in a 
series of virtual celebrations marking its 80th 
anniversary. The second program highlighted 
UCCA’s congressional support by hosting the 
Co-Chairs of the Bi-Partisan Senate Ukraine 
Caucus and Congressional Ukrainian Caucus. 

UCCA President, Andriy Futey opened the 
program with a brief history of UCCA’s work 
with Congress representing the interests of the 
Ukrainian community over the last 80 years. 

UCCA is grateful to the Co-Chairs of the 
Senate Ukraine Caucus – Senators Robert 
Portman (R-OH) and Dick Durbin (D-IL) and 
the Co-Chairs of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus – Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-OH), Andy 
Harris (R-MD) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 
for their heartfelt greetings on UCCA’s 
milestone anniversary. 

The program can be viewed online at: 

• www.ucca.org
• YouTube – https://bit.ly/UCCATube
• https://www.facebook.com/UCCA.org

#UCCA80Years  
Celebration Continues 

http://www.ucca.org/
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UCCA Alarmed by Selective Justice VIII Annual Report Card 
Conference Concludes  

On June 17th & 18th, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, the Center for US-
Ukrainian Relations and the American Foreign 
Policy Council  convened the eighth 
annual US-UA Working Group Summit: 
Providing Ukraine with an Annual Report 
Card. 
In what has become the ‘new normal’, the 
conference was held virtually over two 
consecutive days.  Each day government and 
key non-government representatives from 
Ukraine, Canada, the EU and the US tackled 
three categories over a three hour period.  In 
all, over two dozen experts took measure of 
Ukraine's 2019-2020 progress/regress in the 
following six categories: robust democratic 
politics, developed market economics, ever 
greater energy security, ever greater general 
security, viable social cohesion and an 
established national identity. 
At the conclusion, as the title of the forum 
suggests – the Tally Master provided Ukraine 
with an annual Report Card, based on the 
contributions of over two dozen speakers.  For 
2019-2020, Ukraine earned the following 
grades: 

• Robust democratic politics: C+ 
• Developed market economics and ever

greater energy security:      C
• Ever greater general security:   B-
• Viable social cohesion & Established

national identity:           B- 

This year the audience was able to grade 
Ukraine by participating in the online polling. 
And interestingly, the audience was more 
forgiving in the grading process than the 
experts were, except in the last panel where the 
audience polling gave Ukraine a C+. 

UCCA extends a very special thank you to the 
summit’s sponsors: 

• Self Reliance (NY) FCU
• SUMA Yonkers FCU
• the Jurkiw Family Fund
• Heritage Foundation of 1st Security 

Federal Savings Bank

If you missed the summit, it can be viewed 
online     at     https://bit.ly/UCCATube,      and 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/UCCA.org/videos 

Thus far, 2020 has shown itself to be an unprecedented year 
not only for our Ukrainian American community but for the 
entire global community, with the Coronavirus pandemic 
taking hold worldwide… 
Nevertheless, as in previous times of crisis, UCCA is rising to 
the challenge posed by this pandemic, pledging to continue 
fulfilling its mission of “representing the Ukrainian American 
community with utmost vigor and championing the cause of 
freedom and democracy for our ancestral homeland 
Ukraine,” by developing alternate modes of community 
engagement, advocacy, communication and education. 
As UCCA continues to face these unprecedented times head 
on, we hope we can continue counting on your financial 
support. 
All donations to the Ukrainian National Fund (UNF) – 
which has allowed UCCA conduct activities on behalf of our 
community for 80 years independent of outside influences – 
are tax deductible.  

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America is deeply alarmed 
by the recent signs of selective justice in Ukraine and condemns 
the government’s pursuit to politically motivated cases of former 
government officials and leaders of Ukraine’s civic society. 
UCCA, the largest representation of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, reminds President Zelenskyy that the lustration laws 
which took effect following the Revolution of Dignity were 
necessitated by the historic nature of President Yanukovych’s 
high crimes and misdemeanors.  In sharp contrast to this lawless 
era, the government officials and civic leaders targeted today by 
President Zelenskyy presided over a historic rebirth of Ukraine’s 
national defense structure as well as turning around a contracting 
economy following Russia’s invasion. Instead of leaving the 
country vulnerable to further invasion by Russia, Ukraine’s 
former leaders succeeded in convincing the United States to 
provide Ukraine with lethal defensive weapons, and rebuilt both 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces as well as a formidable, homegrown 
armaments industry. 
While lustration of the Yanukovych government was one of the 
demands of the Euromaidan demonstrators in 2013-14, today’s 
Ukraine needs to focus on moving the country forward and 
fighting the enemy at the gate, not tearing the country apart with 
political infighting or airing grievances.   
UCCA reminds Ukraine that selective politically motivated 
justice causes irreparable damage to Ukraine’s image with the 
international community and destroys Ukraine’s credibility 
among its global partners and calls on Ukraine’s leadership not to 
politicize the rule of law. 

UNF 2020 Appeal 
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